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The goal of the presentation is to show evidence for how environmental stressors “get under the skin” and
are embedded in biology (specifically the brain-gut microbiome system) and are associated with increased
risk for the development of adverse health outcomes such as obesity and altered eating behaviors. Obesity
is a risk factor for many chronic diseases, and disproportionately affects ethnic minorities and women. These
alarming projections have led to the National Institute of Health and Healthy People 2020 priority initiatives
directed at reducing ethnic and sex disparities. By focusing on adverse environmental factors, we aim to
bring to the forefront those individuals who are at increased risk to develop obesity as a result of
disadvantaged backgrounds.

This talk will cover the topic of the brain gut microbiome system, how this system is involved in obesity and
eating behaviors, and how this system is altered by environmental factors. We will present various studies
demonstrating the influence of environmental factors on the brain gut microbiome system with examples
highlighting increased risk for obesity.

June 6, 2024 11:00am - 12:00pm PDT

Zoom: http://tinyurl.com/BMCSeminar126 and
Brain Mapping Center Room 221 - 660 Charles E. Young Dr. South

For more information contact: Mary Susselman (mwalker@mednet.ucla.edu)
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